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ESM Vessel Rescues Crew from 
Sinking Dhow

Bottom contact goes 
unnoticed

Twelve crew members on a sinking 
fishing boat in the Gulf of Oman were 
rescued in a joint operation by our 
vessel GSW Adventure and a French 
Marine National Frigate on February 13. 

GSW Adventure, a chemical/oil products tanker, 
was in the Gulf of Oman enroute to Port of 
Shuaiba, Kuwait, when it received a May Day call 
from a dhow in distress. The captain of the dhow 
‘Al Shena’ reported that his vessel off the Oman 
Coast was taking in a lot of water. Within minutes 
of acknowledging the May Day, our vessel informed 
the main office and the United Kingdom Marine 
Trade Operations (UKMTO) and proceeded towards 
the position given hastily. 

The urgency of the situation was clear as soon 
as GSW Adventure arrived approximately thirty 
minutes later. Coordinating with a French coalition 
war ship, FS Forbin, and its NH90 helicopter that 
was responding to the May Day as well, all 12 
crew were airlifted and safely transferred to GSW 
Adventure. Faced with a Force 3 to 4 weather, the 
rescue operation was done with much caution 
to ensure the safety of all parties involved. To 
everyone’s relieve, the boat ‘Al Shena’, capsized and 
sank minutes only after the last person had been 
lifted off the vessel.  

The rescued crew were attended to and was found 
to be in good health. They were later disembarked 
at the Port of Mina Saqr - United Arab Emirates. 

A relatively small LPG carrier in ballast 
was being manoeuvred under pilotage 
with two tugs secured on the starboard 
side. The vessel was equipped with twin 
propellers and rudders.

Once near the berth, the vessel was pivoted to 
starboard so as to come port side to. Forward speed 
was now near zero and both tugs were helping 
execute the manoeuvre. Due to the moderate north 
east wind the vessel began to drift astern during 
the turn. The vessel was drawing 5.3m aft and as 
the stern came close to the 5m bathymetric line, the 
Master informed the pilot. 

The pilot did not appear to take any specific action 
to avoid this and the Master did not challenge the 
pilot further.
The pivoting manoeuvre was continued, as seen in 
the diagram, and although the stern swung through 
water shallower than the aft draft, no impact or 

vibrations were felt. Within a few minutes the vessel 
was secured alongside the berth.

Unknown to the Master, pilot and crew, the port side 
rudder had made contact with the bottom during 
the pivoting manoeuvre, causing the rudder stock 
to turn within the steering gear actuator by almost 
25 degrees from its mid-ship position. However, the 
rudder indicators were showing that the rudder was 
still amidships. This situation was only discovered 
upon departure when the steering was found to be 
unreliable and inexplicably unresponsive. The vessel 
quickly went to anchor and divers soon confirmed 
that the rudder was misaligned, although the rudder 
itself was physically undamaged.

Lessons Learned
• Before beginning a manoeuvre such as turning 

your vessel over 90° in a restricted waterway, 
ensure the vessel is appropriately positioned to 
safely accomplish this move. In this case, given the 

EXECUTIVE

SAFETY MOMENT OF THE MONTH

NE wind, the turn appears to have been initiated 
too close to the southern edge of the dredged area 
which left little margin for error while swinging to 
starboard. 

• In this case, the rudder tests before departure did 
not reveal the misalignment that had occurred 
during the previous berthing. 

• Even though contact with the bottom had been 
initially discounted due to the lack of vibrations or 
other indicators, the stern had swept through an 
area of less depth than the draft; contact should 
have been assumed and verified before departure.

• One of the key principles of BRM is the ‘challenge’. 
In this case the Master ‘informed’ the pilot of the 
imminent danger, but appears not to have insisted 
that positive action be initiated to avoid the 
shallow area astern. 

Heartiest congratulations to Capt. Suhas Kanse, CE 
Ajithand and the rest of the crew of GSW Adventure 
for going the extra mile in ensuring the safety of 
fellow seafarers
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We are pleased to welcome 2017 
with the launch of the new website 
for Executive Group of Companies 
(www.executive-group.com) and 
a sleek new look for Executive 
Ship Management website (www.
executiveship.com)!  

To contribute or be featured in the 
website, do write to us at crew14@
executiveship.com or crew9@
executiveship.com  

There could not have been a sweeter Valentine’s Day news than the one tweeted 
by the Executive Group Twitter on the promotion of the first SIMS cadet to the 
rank of chief engineer on board an ESM vessel. Indeed a great moment of pride 
and joy not only for CE Himesh but for the entire Executive fraternity – especially 
SIMS and ESM who have been working for it behind the scene all along.

Well done Himesh and as we all know there are now many others waiting at your heels 
to follow the same path to success and achievements in very near future. We knew the 
time was approaching for us to witness the fruit of the hard labour of all behind turning 
an uncertain raw cadet to a confident and brilliant professional seafarer. But when it did, 
it still made us overwhelmed and electrified!

The rescue operation of GSW Adventure picking up 12 crew from a sinking dhow is just 
not an adventure but heart- warming news of excellent seamanship. Congratulations 
to Capt. Suhas Kanse, CE Ajithand and the crew for successfully conducting the risky 
humanitarian operation.

We are happy to bring in immensely interesting the first-hand experience of the first ESM 
vessel transiting neo-Panamax canal. Our sincerest appreciation to Capt. Rajkiran Raikar 
for providing us his experience in words.

The news that shocked and saddened us towards the end of the month was the passing 
away of our dear colleague Mr. Bibhash Chowdhury- a veteran seafarer and Technical 
support Manager of ESM on February 25, Saturday in Kolkata. A marine engineer 
by training at Indian’s prestigious DMET, Bibhash was the one our technical team 
instinctively turned to for his expert advice any time. He was also deeply involved in 
the R&D projects conducted at SIMS, Lonavala for some time now. Ever ready with a 
smile for any help, Bibhash will be always missed as an adviser but more as a friend 
and a great human being. We remain ever thankful for his valuable time spent and 
contributions to the Executive group in many ways. On behalf of all at shore and on 
board, our sincere condolences to his wife Sharmishta, his daughter Bianca and son 
Dhutish. May his soul rest in eternal peace.

Safe sailing

Sikha Singh 
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Should we Stop Antibiotics early?

Most of us have at one time or another 
been prescribed a course of antibiotics 
by our doctor. The prescription usually 
comes with a common guideline - to 
finish the whole pack—even if you 
don’t have symptoms any longer.

Doctors give this advice because the conventional 
wisdom is that stopping too soon can lead to 
antibiotic resistance. If you don’t completely 
wipe out the bugs, your condition can re-emerge 
worse than before, and you’ll have to take even 
more antibiotics to combat it.

But some experts are pushing back on that 
advice.

In a recent report about antibiotic awareness 
campaigns prepared for the World Health 
Organization, researchers note that an argument 
can be made for stopping antibiotics when 
the signs and symptoms of an infection has 
disappeared - even if you still have some pills left 
to take.

Continuing antibiotics through the full course 
of pills can put you at higher risk for developing 
an allergic reaction, kidney damage, blood 
cell damage, or liver problems, says Louis Rice, 

M.D., chairman of the department of medicine 
at the Warren Alpert Medical School at Brown 
University.

Exposure to antibiotics is what drives bacteria 
to become resistant, Rice says. When you keep 
taking the drugs unnecessarily—say, if your 
infection is already take care of— it gives bacteria 
more time to learn how to evade the drugs. And 
that sets you up for antibiotic resistance in the 
future.

“The longer an antibiotic is given, the more likely 
that the resistant bug will predominate, primarily 
in the gastrointestinal tract and the skin,” says 
Dr. Rice.

MIND YOUR BODY

When that happens, the 
resistant bug is more likely 
to spread, especially in 
hospitals where there are 
other people who are on 
antibiotics and may have 
compromised immune 
systems.

But that doesn’t mean you 
should ditch your meds 
as soon as you feel better, 
he emphasizes. There are 

some infections—like strep throat, Legionnaires 
disease, and tuberculosis—that need the full 
course of antibiotics to be knocked out. WHO 
has published many guidelines about treatments 
for different infections and has recommended 
treatment durations and doses of antibiotics 
based on the best clinical evidence for each case.

For others, though, Dr. Rice recommends talking 
to your doctor.

“Generally, if you feel better, it suggests that your 
immune system has gotten the infection under 
control,” he says. “There is no one size fits all 
here.”

LPG/C KOBAI Transits Neo-Panamax Canal
First ESM Vessel to Transit the Canal

Lpg.C Kobai was ESM’s first vessel to transit 
the Newly Expanded Panama Canal since its 
inauguration in June 2016. Several drawing 
approvals and expensive onboard modifica-
tions were done to obtain the transit approv-
al. Here’s a first-hand account from the Mas-
ter of the vessel, Capt. Rajkiran Raikar, who 
shares with us the challenges, preparations 
and responsibilities required by the crew to 
make this transit a success.

We saw the canal for the first time after we 
reached Balboa – the Pacific side of Panama Ca-
nal. Witnessing another VLGC of a similar size to 
Kobai’s being raised to a height of 100 Feet in the 
lock gates left many of us in awe. 

The experience of transiting the canal begins with 
the crossing of this “big overhead bridge”. 

It is an amazing feeling when you’re on a ship 
which is displacing 69,000 MT of water and 
climbing up in the Gatun lake via 3 ladder steps 
acting lock gates on one side of the canal and get-
ting down at another end via 3 lock gates again, 
entering Atlantic of Pacific Ocean. 

Being a maiden transit, the vessel had to be 
inspected by Canal Boarding Officers for com-
pliance with all canal rules. The inspection was 
successfully completed and the Boarding Officers 
approved the vessel for transit.
 
INFORMATION OF CANAL
The first official voyage through the new Locks 
was completed by a container ship, the “COSCO 
Shipping Panama”. However, an unofficial transit 
through the new Cocoli locks was made previous 

to this, before the official opening day, by the 
“COSCO Houston” This information is provided 
by one of the Pilot During interaction while Tran-
sit.  

The first thing missed while transiting the Neo 
Panama Canal as compared to old Panama Canal 
was the “Loco Motives” which was used in the 
Old Panama Canal for controlling ship’s move-
ments inside the lock gates; these were not in-
stalled in the new canal, instead, Tugs are used in 
the Neo canal to control ships movements.

TECHNICAL NEWS

Continued on Page 5
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Landmass under New Zealand could become 
Eighth Continent
The seven continents that we’re familiar 
with may soon be joined by an eighth: a 
vast, submerged land three times larger 
than Alaska whose highest peak is New 
Zealand’s Aoraki (Mount Cook). New 
Zealand might be sitting on a continent 
we didn’t even know existed, scientists 
say. 

This drowned landmass, called “Zealandia” by 
researchers, lies east of Australia and covers 
some 1.9 million square miles. The landmass is 
94 percent underwater, with just the islands of 
New Zealand and New Caledonia poking out 
above sea level.

The term Zealandia was coined by geophysicist 
Bruce Luyendyk in 1995, at which time it was 
believed to possess three of the four necessary 
qualities required for continent status. The 
other requirements are, high elevation relative 
to regions floored by oceanic crust, distinctive 
geology with presence of different rock types, 
and having crust much thicker than that found 
on ocean floor. 

Scientists have for decades thought the region 
was a series of partly submerged and broken 
up “continental fragments”. But using modern 
satellite technology and maps of the seafloor, the 
researchers have concluded Zealandia is actually 
not as broken up as once thought and should be 
listed as one continuous continent next to the 
other seven.

 
According to the study published in the February 
2017 academic journal of GSA (Geological 
Society of America) Today, the submerged portion 
of Zealandia broke away from Australia and sank 
60-85 million years ago.

In the process, Zealandia stretched and thinned. 
In some places, Zealandia is less than seven miles 
thick - unusually thin for a continent, but was still 
thicker than the oceanic crust. Consequently, the 
stretched-out Zealandia sank down deeper into 
the underlying mantle, sinking underwater.

New Zealand geologist Nick Mortimer, 
who leads the research team of 11, 
argue that being submerged shouldn’t 
disqualify Zealandia from being a 
full-blown continent. For instance, if 
Antarctica were ice-free, much of its 
western half would be underwater.

Mortimer and his colleagues pointed 
out that at 1.9 million square miles 
across, Zealandia is about six times 
bigger than Madagascar — enough to 
clearly distinguish it from other micro continents. 
They proposed that qualifying landmasses more 
than 1 million square kilometers across should be 
labelled as continents.

The team also pointed out that Zealandia’s crust 
is indistinguishable from that of a continent’s. 
For instance, Zealandia’s crust is thicker, elevated 

above, and less dense than surrounding oceanic 
crust—a classic hallmark of continental crust. 
Core samples drilled from the seafloor also 
reveal tell-tale signs of continental crust’s rocky 
diversity; adding that the landmass’ geologic 
novelty is what makes Zealandia so special.
By convention the globe has seven continents: 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Antarctica, Australia, North 
America and South America.

Geologists count six, combining Europe and 
Asia as Eurasia. Recognition of Zealandia 
would add one more, although there is no 

accepted mechanism for the continental club to 
accommodate an additional member.

Science gets nudged from time to time to change 
orthodox understandings. A recent example 
was Pluto, which in 2006 was struck from the 
list of planets because it was too small and re-
designated a “dwarf planet.” 

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

A proposed world map showing the eighth continent Zealandia. Though most of this continent is submerged beneath the ocean, scientists say it has all the 
geologic hallmarks of a separate continent.
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LPG/C KOBAI Transits Neo-Panamax Canal
First ESM Vessel to Transit the Canal - Continued

TECHNICAL NEWS

Continued on Page 8

Locks on the Atlantic side (the Agua Clara Locks) 
and Pacific side (the Cocoli Locks) are 427 metres 
long and 55 metres wide and 18.3 metres deep. 
They are fitted with the “Rolling gates” instead of 
the “Miter gates” used by the existing old locks 
and “Tugs are used in the new locks to Position 
the ship instead of “Locomotives”.

OLD CANAL GATES (Miter Gates)

NEW CANAL GATES (Rolling gates)

GENERAL:
Vessels transiting the Canal for the first time, 
whether newly-constructed or recently modified, 
are subject to inspection and prior review and 
approval of vessel plans. Vessels not receiving ad-
vance approval and/or not in compliance with Ca-
nal requirements may experience delays or denial 
of transit. The Panama Canal Authority (“ACP”) is 
responsible for the operation of the Panama Ca-
nal. In fulfilling its obligation, the Authority man-
ages, operates and maintains the Canal, along 
with its facilities, installations and equipment and 
provides for the orderly transit of vessels through 
the canal. The port of Cristobal is located on the 

North side (Atlantic) side of the Canal and the 
port of Balboa is located on the South side (Pa-
cific). Strategically, the Canal is one of the most 
important shipping routes in the world
. 

MAX SIZE: 
Recommended Panama Expansion size (New/
Neo Panamax): LOA 366m, beam 49m, draught 
15.2m, Tropical Fresh Water (TFW). Each section 
of the new Agua Clara and Cocoli Locks is 427m 
long, 55m wide and 18.3m deep (three sections 
per set of Locks (LOA 261m, Draught 12.1m, 
Beam 32m, 50,488DWT). 

The max allowable height for any vessel transiting 
the Canal or entering the port of Balboa at any 
state of the tide is 57.9m (190ft) measured from 
the waterline to its highest point.
  
APPROACHES:
To cater for transit of the larger New/Neo Pana-
max size of vessels, new access channels to the 
Canal (Atlantic and Pacific) have been developed, 
wider and deeper, with new locks added at both 
the North (Agua Clara Locks) and the South (Co-
coli Locks) ends of the Canal area. The existing 

older locks continue to operate. 
                   
This Channel splits into two, with the older Ga-
tun Locks Channel to the West and the new 
Agua Clara Locks (New Atlantic Locks) Approach 
Channel (16.5m deep, min 218m wide and 1.7nm 
long), adjacent, to the East. The Agua Clara Locks 
have three levels of lock chambers, each having 
three water-saving basins, 427m long, 55m wide 
and 18.3m deep. Gatun Locks raise the Canal lev-
el to 25.9m. They are double locks, each chamber 
in the three flights being 305m long and 33.53m 
wide. The Canal continues through Gatun Lake 
(Max permissible draught 25.9m) and Culebra 
Cut which have been deepened and widened to 
cater for much larger ships and an expansion 
in vessel traffic, the new North Access Channel 
for the Cocoli Locks (New Pacific Locks) (3.3nm 
long, min 218m wide) leads South into the Cocoli 
Locks from the Culebra Cut. Similar to the Atlan-
tic end, the Cocoli Locks also have three levels 
of lock chambers, each having three water-saving 
basins, 427m long, 55m wide and 18.3m deep. To 
the South of these locks, a new 1.0nm long Cocoli 
Locks South Access Channel (min width 218m) 
connects the Cocoli Locks with the existing sea 
entrance. 
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Many Happy Returns to the following on their 
Birthdays during the month of Mar 2017!

CREW BIRTHDAYS

NAME BIRTHDAY VESSEL

MST AKASH TANDON   29-MAR  LR2 PIONEER
MST AMRESH KUMAR   6-MAR  AFRA WILLOW
MST BHUPINDER PAL SINGH MEHAR 6-MAR  SPRUCE 2
MST JAGPAL SINGH GUSAIN  15-MAR  MARLIN AQUAMARINE
MST MANUJESHWAR MANKOTIA  17-MAR  FORRES PARK
MST NEIL DE TORRES ABRIGONDA  18-MAR  GEMINI PIONEER
MST RAHUL KUMAR   18-MAR  BITUMEN EIKO
MST RAJESH TIGGA   1-MAR  CHEM NICHOLAS
MST RENATO SURIA BUCU  12-MAR  NEW MILLENNIUM
MST YADVENDRA KUMAR SINGH  20-MAR  NEW BREEZE
CO ANTAR PREET SINGH  26-MAR  GSW ADVENTURE
CO MARTIN THOMAS   12-MAR  UACC EAGLE
CO SUBRATO GHOSH   6-MAR  JUBILANT FUTURE
CO SUNIL CHANDRAKANT GADE  17-MAR  GSW FABULOUS
CO VIPUL MEHTA   16-MAR  ST. GERTRUD
2O ALOK SINGH   28-MAR  LAPEROUSE
2O AMIT ARVIND PHADTARE  21-MAR  ALPINE MOMENT
2O BHARADUAJ CHAKRAMANATH  11-MAR  UACC SILA
2O BICHU THOTTUNKAL BABU  21-MAR  MAREX EXPRESS
2O CRISS THOMSON JOSEPH  25-MAR  ATLANTIC EAGLE
2O MANNAN RAZA KHAN  8-MAR  ALHANI
2O PANKAJ MAITHANI   15-MAR  ARIANE MAKARA
2O PRINCE KUMAR MISHRA  14-MAR  AFRAMAX RIVER
2O RAJESH RANMAR   26-MAR  ADRIATIC WAVE
2O RAJGOPAL CHITTAYIL SUKUMARAN 14-MAR  EAGLE EXPRESS
2O RANJITH VALLAMALA  3-MAR  GSW FRONTIER
2O RISHABH RAJ   10-MAR  SAMRAA ALKHALEEJ
2O SHYAM    31-MAR  BLS RUWAIS
3O ABHISHEK TIWARI   4-MAR  ALQADISIA
3O AKASHDEEP SINGH KHEHRA  1-MAR  LR2 PIONEER
3O AMRIT PAL SINGH GHOTRA  1-MAR  CHEM HELEN
3O JISSIN ANTONY   18-MAR  ATLANTIC CROWN
3O NOAH PILARCA ARELLANO  18-MAR  GEMINI PIONEER
3O ROHAN RAVEENDRAN NAIR  14-MAR  AFRAMAX RIO
3O VIKRAMJEET SINGH   9-MAR  KAMOME VICTORIA
CE AJAY KUMAR   1-MAR  CRIMSON KNIGHT
CE AKHILESH PRASAD   20-MAR  LAPEROUSE
CE ASHISH KHANNA   30-MAR  RED EAGLE
CE BINESH PURUSHOTHAMAN NAIR 1-MAR  E PIONEER
CE DANAPAL SANNASI NADAR  29-MAR  PALANCA MAPUTO
CE DILIP    4-MAR  NEW BREEZE
CE GURAMRIT SINGH   20-MAR  LR2 POLARIS
CE JAI SHANKAR JHA   25-MAR  ATLANTIC CROWN
CE NIRMAL PRASAD   10-MAR  UACC EAGLE
CE PRADEEP KUMAR SHARMA  1-MAR  MARLIN APATITE
CE RABINDRANATH HALDER  5-MAR  ALHANI
CE RAJEEV DATTATRAYA KULKARNI 1-MAR  ALPINE MYSTERY
CE RAJESH KUMAR YADAV  20-MAR  MARLIN AMETHYST
CE RUSLAN TYKHONOV   27-MAR  EXECUTIVE TIDE
CE SHIRAJUDDIN MOHAMED MUJAWAR 8-MAR  SANTOS
CE YEVGEN SIRYAK   13-MAR  EXECUTIVE COURAGE
2E BALA KRISHNA SURI   22-MAR  EPIC BORKUM
2E DEEPAK KUMAR GARG  18-MAR  EAGLE EXPRESS
2E MERVIN SEBASTIAN   19-MAR  ATLANTIC AQUARIUS
2E RAJKAMAL   8-MAR  VICTOIRE
2E RAMESHKUMAR VIJAYARAMAMOORTHI 29-MAR  AFRAMAX RIVER
2E SUBRAMANIAN VELMURUGAN  13-MAR  GREAT MANTA
2E SUMRESH KUMAR   14-MAR  FS SINCERITY
3E CHELLAPANDIAN CHELLADURAI 28-MAR  UACC SHAMS
3E KESHAVARAMAN SHUNMUGARAJ 5-MAR  JUBILANT FUTURE
3E MANMOHAN SINGH RAWAT  6-MAR  CARTAGENA
3E NITHIN KUTTAMTHADATHIL MATHEW 8-MAR  BITUMEN EIKO
3E PRAVIN DEEPAK LASINKAR  1-MAR  KOBAI
3E RAHUL RAVINDRAN   31-MAR  ALJALAA
3E REY PEDROZA CAPIL ITAN  31-MAR  NEW GRACE
3E SATISH KHOTELE   15-MAR  GSW FRONTIER
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PUZZLES ANSWERS FOR ISSUE 141

Continued From Page 5
TECHNICAL NEWS

ETA
Vessels should send the details (as per ALRS) by 
radio at least 96 hours in advance to the Traffic 
Management Division of the Panama Canal Au-
thority. 

APPROVAL OF PLANS AND DELIVERY TRANSITS: 
The plans for new construction or modification of 
vessels should be submitted to the Transit Oper-
ations Division for review prior to modification or 
construction. Failure to do so may result in de-
lay or denial of transit because of unsuitable or 
unsafe features. The numerous 
constraints affecting the transit 
schedules of vessels and tows 
make it important that informa-
tion provided in advance of the 
initial transit includes a General 
Arrangement Plan, Mooring Ar-
rangement Plan, Wheelhouse 
Arrangement, Visibility Calcula-
tions, Section Views. One copy of 
the Midship Section Plan, the Engine Room Plans, 
International Tonnage Certificate, Internation-
al Load Line Certificate and details drawings of 
chock and bitts, will be kept for the ACP’s records.

MOORING LINES: 
Vessels are required to have on deck Six manila 
or synthetic mooring lines forward and six aft in 
good conditions prior to commencing transit. The 
size and strength suitable for the vessel to dock, 
moor at a lock approach wall or secure in a lock 
chamber are the vessel’s responsibility. The mas-

ter shall inform the Boarding Officer whether or 
not the vessel complies with the above, so that 
he may advise Maritime Traffic Control Unit. Wire 
ropes and ropes composed of both wire and fibre 
or filaments, are not acceptable for Canal oper-
ations and shall not be used. These lines are re-
quired to be on deck prior to commencing transit 
and ready for immediate use. Mooring crew will 
be boarding prior to lock gates as in the old lock 
gates in order to handle the Lines

DOCK DENSITY:

~0.9954 g/cm2   Density may be less, depending 
on water temperature and location.

PRECAUTIONS:
• Fendering in Neo Panama Canal has 
been severely damaged, although it’s a newly 
constructed canal the Fendering was observed 
to be of extremely Poor quality and already 
damaged at many locations. Pilots are well 
aware of the situation, However Ship staff 
performing Fwd and Aft stations to keep a 
careful check.

• Vessel with Low Freeboard / loaded 
vessel tend to come extremely close to the 
lock gate walls, specially lifeboats / Gangways. 
The vessel sinkage at the last lock gates open 
to sea varies and need not be same as it was 
encountered in the previous lock gates due to 
tidal variation, hence ship staff has to keep a 
close watch on vessel fixtures to avoid any 
damage.
• Panama Canal Chemist might inspect 
the vessel and will check all spaces for Dan-

gerous gases.

It takes around 2.5 to 3 hours for the 
vessel to come out of each locks, and 
around 12 hours to 14 hours for the 
complete transit, depending upon 
traffic inside the canal,

During the transit sometimes they 
make the vessel to drop anchor in the 

Gatun Lake, for the passing traffic to clear, 

Our vessel Kobai had completed transit in about 
13 hours through which we had enjoyed the Nat-
ural Beauty along the Coast of Gatun Lake as well 
as the Lock gates and we departed the Canal with 
lot of precious Memories and experiences which 
can be an asset in “Sailing Life”.
methods are susceptible to be influenced by ex-
ternal factors.

By : Capt. Rajkiran Raikar
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SUDOKU OBJECTIVE

The objective of the game is to fill all the blank 
squares in a game with the correct numbers. There 
are three very simple constraints to follow. In a 9 by 
9 square Sudoku game:

• Every row of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order 

•  
Every column of 9 numbers must include all 
digits 1 through 9 in any order

•  
Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square 
must include all digits 1 through 9

** All answers will be provided next issue.

SOLID TERMS

PUZZLES
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“Ultimately, leadership is not about glorious crowning acts. It’s about keep-
ing your team focused on a goal and motivated to do their best to achieve 
it, especially when the stakes are high and the consequences really matter. 

It is about laying the groundwork for others’ success, and then standing 
back and letting them shine. ”

 
Chris Hadfield

Adding on to the growing number of Deck and Engineering cadets from SIMS Lonavala and joining onboard ships managed by ESM as officers, are the 
following. 

Frist row from left to right

1. JO VIJEET KUMAR CHANDERWANSHI ALJALAA
2. JO HARJOT SINGH   AFRA WILLOW
3. JO VARUN SONI   SAMRAA ALKHALEEJ
4. JO GAUTAM SINGH   ALHANI
5. JO SHAGANPREET SINGH  ARAGO
6. JE UTKARSH MISRA   LAPEROUSE

7. 4E RAMANDEEP SINGH BHUMBER  BRITISH GANNET
8. JE NAGA RAJU MALLADI  ASTRID
9. JE NAVNEET SINGH KHARB  MARLIN AVENTURINE
10. JE NITIN SUSHILKUMAR VARMA  PALANCA MIAMI
11. JE AMIT SINGH DARIYAL  PIONEER EXPRESS

NEW JOINERS

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH

MAIN NEWS

First SIMS Alumni receives Chief Engineer 
Promotions

We’re pleased to announce that Mr. 
Lomas Handa and Mr. Himesh KP, 
have received their Chief Engineer 
promotions in February 2017, becoming 
the first SIMS Alumni to do so. Being 
part of the pioneer batch to study at 
SIMS Lonavala, their promotion indeed 
marks a new milestone for both ESM 
and the training institute. 

Mr. Lomas Handa, joined SIMS in November 2005 as 
part of the first batch shortly after the institute was 
established in the same year. He later graduated on 
8th May 2006. Mr. Himesh, part of the second batch, 
arrived at SIMS in September 2006 and graduated 
in February 2007 and like Mr. Lomas Handa, have 
been with ESM since. In his own words, Mr. Himesh 
shares with us briefly his experience over the last 
10 years.
 
“As I embark on yet another milestone in my career, 
when I look back I see under the bright sky, the 
deep blue sea has given a buoyant sea life action. 

Many eventful experiences occurred, subsequent to 
my decision to enroll in SIMS and the support from 
ESM.

ESM is a one stop shop for all marine career dreams, 
which offers a world class training and mentoring, 
gives a platform to apply your knowledge and 
develop your skills, monitors and recognize the 
performance and more.

My personal experience with ESM is of a parent-
child relationship. There were sailings and there 
were special sailings, just as there are loved ones 
and inseparable ones in our lives. There were sailings 
which gave different level of experience in working 
environment, happiness, peace and become part of 
my persona. Even though every sailing happens to 
be special one, sailing on ESM managed vessel is 
a perfect blend of safety, environmental protection, 
training, work experience and unique Indian food.

Being a SIMS alumni I am proud to say that I received 
many opportunities to witness various challenges in 
the marine industry such as yard delivery, vessel 
take over, dry docks, vessel hand over and service 

on tough and easy ships. Each ship simply added 
a feather to my wisdom cap. For me ESM has been 
the best mentor who understands what works best 
for me. And I feel honesty, integrity and hard work 
always reaps benefits and gets recognition here.”
The rescued crew were attended to and was found 
to be in good health. They were later disembarked 
at the Port of Mina Saqr - United Arab Emirates. 



In loving Memory 

Mr. Bibhash Chowdhury
April 1951 – February 25, 2017

We mourn the loss of a dear friend & distinguished colleague, 
who touched our working lives with his helping hand.

Deepest condolences to his family and friends


